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Puppies (baby dogs)

•	 Puppies must get lots of good 
food – this makes them strong 
and healthy. They must eat 3 – 4 meals a 
day to keep them healthy and happy. Make sure that 
bigger dogs don’t eat the puppy’s food!  

•	 Puppies must always have clean water 
to drink and which is easy to reach. 

•	 It is best if baby dogs (puppies) stay with 
their mothers until they are 6 – 8 weeks 
old. They learn some good manners 
from their mother and their brothers and 
sisters. The mother must also get lots of 
food otherwise she can’t look after them 
properly. 

•	 Worms can live inside a dog’s intestines 
(tummy) and can make a puppy very 
sick. Get medicine from the animal 
clinic to kill the worms. This is called 
deworming medicine. 

Caring for your dog
Owning an animal is a privilege. If you own a dog, remember that you are 
responsible for it for its whole life. Dogs can get as old as 10 years and 

older if they are well looked after. 

Here are a few tips to help you be 
a responsible dog owner:
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What to feed your dog

•	 The best food for dogs is special dog 
food, but they can also eat what people 
eat, for example mieliepap, vegetables 
and meat. Puppies and their mothers 
should get as much food as possible. 

•	 Dogs must always have clean water to drink 
that is easy to reach. 

•	 Dogs love chewing on bones, but small bones are dangerous because 
they can get stuck in the dog’s throat or intestines, especially chicken 
bones.

•	 Puppies can easily 
get very sick and die 
because they are so 
small. You can prevent 
this if the puppy gets 
a special injection 
(vaccination) when it 
is 6 weeks, 10 weeks 
and 14 weeks old. A 
vaccination helps the 
puppy build up a good 
immune system so 
that its body can fight 
the disease before the 
puppy gets sick. 
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•	 Keep your dog safe so that it doesn’t get into fights with other dogs. A fence 
around your property helps a lot to keep a dog safe. 

•	 Dogs need freedom to move around. If you don’t have a fence around 
your house, you can keep your dog on a chain, but make sure that it can 
still run up and down. You can fix the dog’s chain to a wire so that it has 
more space to 
move. 

•	 Make sure that 
your dog can 
always reach 
his food and 
water and rest 
in the shade in 
summer and the 
sun in winter.

If your neighbours are not at home, you can 
check that their dog is safe and can reach its 

water and food.

Where to keep your dog
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Doghouse

•	 A dog needs a good doghouse to lie down in when 
outside. You can put a blanket inside the doghouse to 
keep him warm when it is cold. Place the doghouse in the 
shade so that the house does not become too hot inside.

Dog collar

•	 A collar around a dog’s neck makes it 
easier to control your dog if you take it 
to the animal clinic or other places. You 
can attach a lead to the collar. 

•	 The best collar is made of nylon, 
fabric or leather. You should be able 
to easily place two fingers under the 
collar when it has been fastened. 

•	 Rope, wire or chains are not ideal as it may be painful for the dog.
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•	 Things that do not help to get rid of ticks and fleas include shaving the dog, 
motor oil, Jeyes Fluid and paraffin. These can make the dog sick.

•	 If you dip the dog yourself, follow the 
instructions on the bottle. It is not safe for 
children to dip the dog without adult supervision.

Ticks and fleas (external parasites)

•	 Ticks and fleas can 
live on your dog’s 
skin and make your 
dog sick.

•	 Take your dog to 
the animal doctor 
(veterinarian) at 
the animal clinic 
to get special 
medicine that 
will kill the 
ticks and 
fleas. There 
are many different kinds of products that will get rid of ticks and 
fleas, for example dip and special collars.
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•	 Fleas can be very difficult to control, because they live in the bedding as 
well as the soil and even inside the house. The veterinarian (animal doctor) 
will be able to help you choose the 
best product to get rid of the fleas 
in the environment. 

 
Dogs that bite people

•	 Sometimes dogs don’t trust 
people, and then bite them. Dogs 
may bite people if they get teased 
(provoked) or punished (hitting, 
shouting, etc.). They bite because 
they are scared and they think 
the person teasing or hitting them 
wants to hurt them. 

•	 Dogs don’t understand that 
people hit them because they did something wrong. They think the person 
that is punishing them is 
attacking them, and they stop 
trusting that person. 

•	 If a dog looks like 
it wants to bite you, it 
is best to slowly back away from the dog. If you fight with the dog, it will 
become even more aggressive. 

•	 You can teach a dog good behaviour by rewarding the dog when it does 
something right. A small piece of nice food is the best reward for a dog. 

Wash the dog’s bedding after 
dipping the dog
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Happy dogs and a happy community

•	 Dogs are very useful to people. They also like to make friends with people.  

•	 If you treat your dog like your best 
friend, the dog will look after you too. 

•	 If you care for your dog properly, it will 
not be a problem for other people. 

•	 Responsible dog owners have 
happy dogs that are well-behaved 
and healthy. If all the people in the 
community have happy dogs, the 
community will also be happy. 


